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Roadway Safety Since COVID -19
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Increased Fatality Rates Since COVID -19

https://wtop.com/local/2021/05/killed-while-walking-pedestrian-death-rate-surged-during-pandemic/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/2020-fatality-data-show-increased-traffic-fatalities-during-pandemic
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/05/974006735/tragic-driving-was-down-in-2020-but-traffic-fatality-rates-surged
https://www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/early-estimate-2021-traffic-fatalities
https://www.nbcnews.com/data-graphics/map-pedestrian-fatalities-reach-four-decade-high-rcna30103
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/us-traffic-deaths-hit-20-year-high-early-2022-rcna43668


Increasing Roadway Deaths across the 
US after Years of Progress

US fatal crashes involving pedestrians and cyclists increasing faster than for those in vehicles.
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4SOURCE: NHTSA Fatality Analysis and Reporting System (FARS). 2021 data not yet available.



County Roadway Fatalities 
Down Compared to 2010 

Montgomery County did not experience the large uptick seen in rest of US between 2010 and 2020, 

but fatal crashes have been trending up in the past five years after recent record low in 2017.
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SOURCES: 2010-2020:NHTSA Fatality Analysis and Reporting System (FARS). 2021 Maryland Highway Safety Office.

*NOTE: Bicyclist fatalities excluded from chart. Averaged 1 bicyclist fatality per year.



Serious and Fatal Crashes
Comparing January 1 ðAugust 31 for each year
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Source: MCPD. Includes MCPD, RPD, TPPD, GPD, and M-NCPPC MC reports. Data retrieved 09/08/22.

Includes crashes where at least one party suffered serious or fatal injuries. 2022 data are preliminary.
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Fatal Crashes
Comparing January 1 ðAugust 31 for each year
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Source: MCPD CRU. Data retrieved 09/08/22.

Includes crashes where at least one party suffered fatal injuries. 2022 data are preliminary.
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During and Post -COVID Addressing Increasing Fatal Crashes

ÅIncrease in ñtriple-threatò fatal crashes involving 
speeding, impairment, and unrestrained 
occupants ejected from the vehicle.

ÅIncrease in proportion killed or seriously injured 
testing positive for opioids and marijuana for all 
road users.

ÅIncrease in impromptu and planned speed 
contests.

ÅLower traffic volumes and spread out through the 
day more than pre-COVID.

ÅFor 2022, more daylight fatalities (72%) compared 
to prior 6 years (40%) in the county.

ÅContinued focus on the High Injury Network 
using evidence-based safety treatments.

ÅAddressing substance abuse and preparing 
for possible legalization of recreational 
marijuana use.

ÅFocused law enforcement on known 
dangerous driving behaviors integrated with 
automated enforcement.

ÅNational effort to address increasing 
distractions from vehicle ñinfotainment 
systemsò and vehicle design.

Whatõs happening and 
what can be done?
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https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/view/dot/50941


2030 Action Plan & 
FY22 Work Plan



ACTION PLAN & WORK PLAN
How the long -term and short -term plans relate

2030 Plan

Plan 
Pillars

Safe System 
Alignment

Actions

FY22 

Work Plan

Vision Zero

Complete Streets

Safe Streets

17 Actions

63 Tasks*

Safe Speeds

3 Actions

5 Tasks

Multimodal Future

Safe 
Transportation

10 Actions

16 Tasks

Safe & 
Sustainable 

Communities

1 Action

2 Tasks

Safe Vehicles

2 Actions

2 Tasks

Culture of Safety

Safe People

10 Actions

24 Tasks

Safe Post-Crash 
Emergency 

Response and 
Care

2 Actions

2 Tasks

*There are 66 total tasks under Safe Streets, but 3 are also listed under Safe 

Transportation, so removed from chart above to avoid double counting. 10



Projects Underway In FY22


